Controlled Substances Add New Layer to E-Prescribing.
The Electronic Prescriptions for Controlled Substances (EPCS) program was established by the Drug Enforcement Administration to allow health facilities to use electronic transmission and other modern technology for prescribing controlled substances and replacing old technology such as fax. Its goal is to eliminate fraud, abuse, and diversion of controlled medications while streamlining the processes of making them more easily available to patients in need. While rules regarding EPCS have the potential to improve care and give practitioners more data for quality improvement, they also may create new challenges for practitioners, facilities, and vendors alike. All stakeholders need to work together to ensure effective, efficient EPCS systems.